BRITISH WOMAN'DIES AFTER FALL
AT LES ARCS, FRANCE. g et sero

SPEED SKIING, THE FASTEST non-motorized
gport in the world, came to a quict halt on April 31 ul
the “Flying Kilmmetre” at Les Ares, Tranece, as funeral
serviees were held for Great Britain's lone female
speed skier, Caitilin lovar. Tover died of heed inju
ries on Aprl 17, two daye after falling at a profession-
al raee, Two vears age, Halian racer Mareo Salvaggio
suftered a similar fate there.

Towvar's accident accurred at the annual Pro Mon-
dinl, & professivos] (non FIS-governed) race that
many athletes were nsing as a tunenp for the 2007
F18 Wrld Chunmpiouships, Lield in Verhier, Switzer-
land, the following weaek.

British teammate Migel Drockton witnessed Tovars
peicdent from Lhe lop of the men's stavl, He saw Tovar
“making her wayv, slowly, to forerun the womens
semifinal ronrse ingside the netted area of the track.
As Critilin upproached the level of the starl and at-
tempted to traverse into position,” he said, “she lost
hier balance and hegan tn slide away from the smooth
prepared track, through the et and onto the mogul
field adjacent to the speed course.”

As Tovar slid, Brockton said the father of Sanna
Iidstrand, who holds the women's world speed re-
eard (150,73 mph), “chased down the slope and al-
sl sueceeded in arresting her fall hut she slipped
from his gresp”
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Tovar lost hoth lavers of her
helmet during the Gall, suid Les
Arcs” race director Jean-Jacques
Laplace. (The aerodynamic anter
shell is designed Lo break away oo
impact, and the impact-resistant
protective part normally stays
firmly in place.) Monctheless, La-
place gaid Tovar was conscious
und breathing when she came to
rest, about 800 meters down the
slope. Shewas taken by helicopter
Lo u hospital in Grenoble, lapsed
into & coma, and died on Tuesdey,
April 17, with her mather, TTella
Tuvar, wl her side,

At the April 21 service, Salvag-
gin's parents ennsnled Tlella and
Juhn Tovur, who had came from
Cornwall, England, along with
Claire, 27, and
hrother, David, 26, to spread

Caitilin's ashes along the conree,

Tovurs  sisler,

The Tovers were deeply moved
by the Ttalians' presence. “They
knesw omr grief,” Hella Tovar tald
Ski Ractng, "We are extremely
gorry to have lost our children but
as they said, “This is sport. That
is the risk one takes! Caililin is a
girl wha alwaye sailed close to the wind. This time,
muybe woo close, T hope no hlame is to he appointed
and that we learn from it”

An investigatinn is under way to determine whether
additional safety riles shomid he implemeanted. Ad-
ditionally, Hella ‘lovar left Caililin’s helmel with race
arganizers for analysis.

Typieally al professional speed skiing races, single
netting is used on the side of the course — ns vppused
o twn o mnre lavers of netting that is standard in al-
pine downhill racing — because skivrs resch far high-
er apeeds, The single net is designed to slow, rather
Lhan stop, v speed skier beenuse stopping abrptly at
150 mph could be far more dangerous.

Tovar had lived and worked at Les Accs for the past
few yeurs and had eelebrated her $20d bivthday with
colleapues and clients just two davs before her fatul
accident.

she learned Lo sk whoen she wos 20, and later taught
ekiing in Andorra and Australia, She decded to dedi-
cate herself tn speed skiing last epring and received
her FI8 license Lo compete inlernationally on Feh. &

“This tragedy has cast a pall over the discipline und
over what is virtnally ‘a family” of athletes and orga-
nizers,” suid Dick Taplin, chaivman of the FIS Speed
ki Committee,

“Tt was a crmel, eruel day” Brockton said, SR
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